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FREMANTLE PRISON 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [12.18 pm]: I rise to inform the house of 
a significant development in this government’s plan to explore and exhibit the significance of Fremantle Prison in 
Western Australian history. This government is working to fund conservation works to ensure that Fremantle Prison—
one of the most significant heritage sites in Australia, and indeed the world—remains protected, harnesses its storytelling 
potential and opens more areas of the prison to be discovered. I am pleased to report that last month two grants worth 
$400 000 from the commonwealth government’s Australian heritage grants 2020–21 program were announced. 
The first grant is for $320 000, which will fund the Aboriginal heritage management plan. This plan will identify 
cultural and historic heritage values relating to the history of displacement and incarceration of Aboriginal people 
at Fremantle Prison and guide the culturally appropriate interpretation of this history to the wider community. By 
exploring an Aboriginal perspective of the impact of Fremantle Prison, we are working towards establishing a truly 
inclusive view of our state’s history. This is fundamentally important to the truth telling of our past—a history that 
is part of Western Australia’s path to reconciliation. The process of truth telling must also be accessible. All 
Western Australians should have an opportunity to visit Fremantle Prison and immerse themselves in the histories 
exhibited and commemorated on those grounds. 
A second grant of $91 000 will be used to prepare an accessibility and inclusion plan to ensure that we are improving 
our service delivery for Western Australians with a lived experience of disability. This will be developed in 
partnership with a range of people with lived experience of disability. The plan aims to make the site and the services 
it offers more accessible and inclusive to ensure that Fremantle Prison is as welcoming as possible. The plan will be 
open for community consultation in early 2022. The grants follow more than $5 million in state government–funded 
projects to repair the main cell block, restore the commissariat, and upgrade and repair the main parade ground and 
prison hospital. I commend the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage for its successful grant application and 
its work to find funding opportunities to improve the accessibility and cultural impact of our state’s heritage fabric.  
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